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JOINT STATEMENT

n recent days, a shrill and ofte n com®r<ing debate has developed
nver our goals, plans, and act]ovs th Central America.

Apcevuse this debate, much of it uninrformed, unattributable, and
increasingly partisan, is obscuring the real situation, we
~12lieve it in the publi¢ interest to set the record straight on
cur gbiectives, oar policy, and our actioms--on the reecrd,

i rirst, allegations have been made that we are planning for U.S.

. sambat troops to conduct an invasion in Central America. Wwe

L state emphatically thzt we haye not considered, nar have we

o developad vlans to use §.S5. nulltary forces to invade Nicaragua

<r any other Central American country. Secretary Weinberger made

, ~ thie po.nt in his television appearance on Sunday. Some have

! . . chosen to disbelieve him--consciously or unconsciously confusing

' what they c©zll "invasion” plans with our lengstanding chlications

unéer tiae 1947 Rio Treaty, our treaty obligations to defend the

Panama Tanal, or military contingency plans for disaster relief,

humanitarizn assistance, or emergentCy evacuaticons. For over a

generaticn, as prudence weuld dictate, we have maintained and

T upfated planas €ar these contingencies. We have not, however,

SIS pranned ta yse aur farces to invade any country in the region.

Second, same have indicated that we are planning to conduct a
post-election military enterprise in Central America. This guite
simply is not the case. As stated before, we are not plarning
for such aciion now nor are we planning for it after our
election. What the Soviets, Cubans, and Sandinistas are planning
may well be something else again.

Third, it has been alleged bv critics of the Administration that
certain activities in the Central American region have not been
adequately hriefed to appropriate compittees ¢f the Congress. To
tnhz contrary, all U.S. activities in the Central America region
have been fully briefed in detail to the committees cf the
Coragress which exercise jurisdiction in full compliance with the
Taw. Furthar, last week {April 4) the Presiden* sent a letter to
the Majority Leader gf the Senate, Howard Baker, assuring him
that our cpiectives and goals in the region had not
cnanged-~gpecifically, "the Unized States does not seek o

destabilize or averthraw the Government of Nicaragua.”

Fourth, and perhaps most significantly, the current debate has
tended to confuse the improvements that we have helped make in
El Salvadgr with what i$ really cecing on in WNicaragua:

- Our policy toward Wicaragua has been consistent in that we
have supported the multi-lateral dialogue in what is known
as the Contadora process. We have endorsed the 21 Contadora
objectjves which, would reguire that Nicaragua terminate the
export of subversi¢on, reduce the size of its military
apparatus, implement its democratic commitments to the ORS,
and remove Soviet Bloc and Cuban military personnel.
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- Nicarggua's resppnse throughout has been fraudulent and
cynicai. They have tried to aveid a comprehensive sclution
for the region by seeking to reduce all diplomacy to
bilateral guestipns, Thay have tried to bypass regional and
hemispheric efforts by making propaganda at the United
Natjons. Now they have cynicelly attempted to side-track
negotjiations by going to the International Court of Justice.
A government fanatically dedirated to intervention beyond
its bprders thus seeks to use an honorable internationzl
instifution to protect it from its own citizens who are
rising up against it. This Administration will ncot be
deceivel nor will it play that game. Following the example
of othher nations, the U.S. has checked this maneuver by a
tempoyary and limpited modificption of our acceptance nf the
court's jurisdiction.

- Nicaraoua continuves to be the spurce of regional subversion 1
and ipsurgency. In May 1983, the House Permanent Select i
Commijtee on Intplligence, iteelf, concluded that "the :
Sardipista Government of Nicaragua is helping train
insurgents and is transferring arms and financial support
from and through Nicaraqua to the insurgents. They are also
proviging the insurgents bases of operations in Micaragua.
Cuban involvement--especially inp providing arms--is also
evident."

- In € Salvagor, on the other hand, we have witnessed an
inspiring display of courage and commitment to the
democratic process by the people of El Salvador. At the end
of lagt month, these courageous people again braved
guerrillas violence and sabotpge to vote for their next ]
pregident,

The couragp and confidemce in democracy that the Salvadorarn
peaple are demnnstrating dessrve aur admiration and full support.
Now more than ever, our backing for the democratic process must
go beycn@ mere words. Recent uninformed comment on these matters
has diverted arrentior from the central issve. The
Administration has proposed 2 long term program based on the
recaommendations of the ®ational Bipartisan Commission or Central
America. 'Fe have also presented onr case for urgent military

- assistance to El Salvador. That case is sound and the ongoing

Salvadoran election progess about to enter & run-off regquires our

support so that El Salvador can ensure its safe conduct.

L aaa s

It is critical that the American people understand what is at
.stake in the Central American region. Central America is
strategically impertant to the United States. I% not orly
contains the Panama Canal but sits astride some cf ths most 1
¢ -~ important pea lanes in the world. Most importantly, it cortains
11 millions of peaple who want to be frxree ant wWhD Crave LemorLracy.

. The recent elections in El Salvador prove that. The real issues
“ara whether w2 in tha ¥hired Steates want o =tand by and let 2

! ‘communist government in Nicaragua export violence and terrorism
{7 in this hepisphere and whether we will allow the power of the
hallot box to be avercome by the power of the gur. There is no
doubt that the Soviet Union and Cuba want to see communism spread
further in Central America. The question is: Will the United
States support those coentries that want democracy and are

. willing to fight for their own freedom?

- George P. Bhultz - Caspar W. Weinberger
~ Secretary pf State Secretary of Defense
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William P. Casey - Robert C. McFarlane
Director of Central Intelligence Assistant to the President
- - o for National Securit
- ’ . Affairs -
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